
 
 
 

KIAWAH ISLAND REAL ESTATE SHATTERS RECORD WITH $1B IN 2021 SALES 
Brokerage Posts Highest Grossing Year in Firm’s History 

 
KIAWAH ISLAND, S.C., January 2022 – Kiawah Island Real Estate (KIRE), the sole real estate 
brokerage with offices on Kiawah Island — exclusively focused on Kiawah Island properties — 
reports $1B in executed contracts for 2021, marking the most successful year in the company’s 
45-year history. Kiawah Island Real Estate also set a record for the most expensive single family 
home sale in the history of Kiawah – and Charleston County – with their sale of the Vanderhorst 
Estate, a 16.5-acre estate on the edge of the Kiawah River with a mansion dating to the early 
1800's which sold on June 24, 2021, for $20.5M. 
 
KIRE ended 2021 with $795.7M in closed volume. This represents a 40% increase YOY from 
KIRE’s 2020 closed volume of $567.9M and a 299% increase from KIRE’s 2019 closed volume of 
$199.5M. All sales island wide in 2021 totaled $1.05B in closed volume. This represents 
a 30% increase YOY from 2020’s island wide closed volume of $808.3M and a 250% increase 
from 2019’s island wide closed volume of $300.4M. 
  
“I remain incredibly optimistic about Kiawah’s residential real estate market entering 2022 as 
our soaring sales quarter-after-quarter only solidify our belief that desire to be a part of this 
exceptional community is much more enduring than a cyclical real estate trend,” said Dan 
Whalen, President of Kiawah Island Real Estate. “Supply is incredibly scarce – and demand is still 
very robust – so we expect another strong sellers’ market in 2022.” 
 
In 2021, KIRE saw 493 closings. This represents a 21% increase in transactions from KIRE’s 406 
closings in 2020 and a 165% increase in transactions from KIRE’s 186 closings in 2019. In 2021, 
overall island wide closings totaled 734. This represents a 12% increase in transactions island 
wide from 655 closings in 2020 and a 130% increase in transactions island wide from 318 
closings in 2019. KIRE was responsible for 80% of the volume for island wide closings in 2021. 
The year ended with the lowest ever recorded inventory on Kiawah Island, 68% less than at the 
end of 2020 which was, at the time, the lowest inventory the island had ever experienced.  
 
In early 2022, KIRE will introduce its newest neighborhood, The Burn at Cassique. With premier 
placement directly along Tom Watson’s renowned links course, the seven magnificent 
homesites comprising The Burn frame some of the most memorable views available on Kiawah. 
Each homesite’s layered viewing corridor begins with the tranquil lagoon that borders the 
enclave followed by a vast field of fairways, dotted with Cassique’s first nine holes. Located 
within the private Kiawah Island Club community of Cassique, The Burn’s residents will enjoy a 
daily variety of first-in-class amenities just a stroll or bike ride away such as Voysey’s , James 
Beard award-winning Chef Tom Colicchio’s restaurant concept at the Cassique Clubhouse, the 
community kayak launch, state-of-the-art Sports Pavilion, and the cutting-edge Golf Learning 
Center.  



About Kiawah Island Real Estate  
 
Kiawah Island Real Estate is the sole real estate brokerage with offices on Kiawah Island, 
exclusively focused on Kiawah Island properties. Their decades serving buyers and sellers of 
Kiawah’s properties have made the team of over 50 full-time sales executives and marketing 
professionals the undisputed authority on the Kiawah Island real estate market. As a premier 
luxury resort community for high-net-worth individuals, Kiawah is a coveted primary and 
secondary home destination boasting exceptional single-family residences, villas, cottages and 
homesites, many with views of the Atlantic Ocean, the Kiawah River, and the surrounding 
marshlands. Since 1976, they have sold over $8B worth of Kiawah Island real estate. 
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Alex Malloy, Alex@AlexandraMalloy.com 
Morgan Stewart, Morgan@AlexandraMalloy.com 
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